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Update on the investigation into the 
publication record of former BJSM 
editor- in- chief Paul McCrory
Helen Macdonald    ,1 Simone Ragavooloo,2 Kamran Abbasi,3 
Jonathan A Drezner    4

After BJSM and its publisher, BMJ, 
retracted an article for plagiarism by 
former BJSM editor- in- chief, Dr Paul 
McCrory, further allegations about 
McCrory’s publication record were 
brought to our attention1–3 and have 
been investigated. This article provides 
an update on our investigation and 
outlines next steps.

McCrory was editor- in- chief of BJSM 
between 2001 and 2008, during which 
time he authored numerous articles in 
the journal. Many of these articles were 
opinion pieces of which he was listed 
as the single author. Over his broader 
career, McCrory published at least 
164 articles in BMJ journals, of which 
40 were coauthored research articles. 
McCrory also had a leading role in 
producing the consensus statements for 
concussion in sport, which have been 
published in BJSM.4–8

INVESTIGATING ALLEGATIONS ABOUT 
SINGLE-AUTHOR PAPERS BY MCCRORY
All allegations of publication miscon-
duct received by BMJ and BJSM relate 
to articles in which McCrory is listed 
as the single author. We have verified 
allegations about each of the nine arti-
cles authored by McCrory that were the 
subject of complaint. These articles are 
being retracted.9–17

Five of these retractions are due to 
plagiarism9–13 and three are due to dupli-
cate (or redundant) publication.14–16 
Plagiarism is scientific misconduct. To 
plagiarise while holding the position of 

editor- in- chief of a journal is an abuse of 
the power and responsibilities that come 
with this office. It undermines both 
science and the trust placed in editors 
to protect the integrity of the scientific 
record.

Since our investigation has revealed 
a pattern of publication misconduct on 
the part of McCrory, we have decided to 
place a notice to readers, an expression 
of concern,18 on all articles published 
in the BJSM of which McCrory is iden-
tified as the single author. If and in so 
far as there are new allegations against 
McCrory arising out of his publications 
in the BJSM or other BMJ journals, we 
will investigate them and take further 
action as appropriate. We have offered 
McCrory the opportunity to inform us 
of any other of his articles that may 
fall short of acceptable publishing stan-
dards, although he is yet to provide any 
additional information.

In another BJSM article that is being 
retracted,17 McCrory inaccurately 
quoted and misrepresented the posi-
tion of Augustus Thorndike as stated 
in an earlier 1952 publication. The 
misrepresentation distorts Thornd-
ike’s recommendations for managing 
ongoing participation in contact sport 
following concussion, which McCrory 
uses to support a key argument in the 
article.17 19 An editorial by Stephen 
Casper and Adam Finkel3 gives an 
account of the matter. They explore to 
what degree McCrory’s distortion may 
have impacted on the understanding and 
application of concussion research.

THE STANDING OF WORK 
COAUTHORED BY MCCRORY
BMJ and BJSM have received no 
complaints about published work in rela-
tion to which McCrory is listed as a coau-
thor, as opposed to a single author. Here 
is our position in relation to other arti-
cles that include McCrory as a coauthor.

Consensus statements in sport
McCrory’s past role as editor- in- chief 
of BJSM is one of several positions of 

leadership and influence that McCrory 
has held in sports and exercise medi-
cine and in his specialist area of sports- 
related concussion. His involvement in 
the concussion consensus statements 
is his most influential work. It may be 
noted that after the plagiarism alle-
gations surfaced, McCrory resigned 
from his role as a member of the Scien-
tific Committee of the International 
Consensus Conference on Concussion 
in Sport,20 as well as his leadership posi-
tion in the Concussion in Sport Group 
(CISG), an international association of 
clinicians and scientists with an interest 
in sports- related concussion.

BJSM has published five iterations of 
the concussion consensus statement: 
Vienna 2001, Prague 2004, Zurich 
2008, Zurich 2012 and Berlin 2016.4–8 
McCrory is listed as the first author on 
the four most recent versions. BJSM and 
BMJ have reviewed in detail the most 
recent iteration, Berlin 2016,8 and our 
conclusion is that we have no concerns 
about plagiarism. Prior to its publica-
tion, Berlin 2016 was approved by all 
its coauthors and reviewed by then BJSM 
editor- in- chief, Karim Khan. Additional 
original research and systematic reviews 
were published alongside Berlin 2016 
(BJSM issues 11 and 12, 2017), which 
included supporting evidence and meth-
odology on which that iteration of the 
consensus statement was based. These 
papers were all externally peer reviewed. 
Beyond this, the question of the extent 
of McCrory’s contribution to and influ-
ence on the five versions of the consensus 
statement is a matter within the purview 
of the scientific committee appointed by 
the CISG. BJSM has provided guidance 
to support rigour in the development of 
consensus statements that it publishes, 
which should reduce undue influence 
of any one individual.21 This includes 
considerations for panel selection, the 
inclusion of diverse perspectives and the 
presentation of dissenting opinions.

Research
BMJ journals have published 40 research 
papers in which McCrory is listed as 
a coauthor, and the vast majority of 
these were published in BJSM; 18 were 
published during McCrory’s editorship 
of BJSM. These date back to the early 
2000s, since when manuscript submis-
sion systems and processes have changed. 
McCrory is one of several authors on 
his research papers, often collaborating 
with individuals at other institutions. In 
some papers, he is listed in a prominent 
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first or last author position. We have 
not received any specific allegation of 
misconduct relating to these papers. The 
responsibility for investigating the integ-
rity of McCrory’s research rests with his 
institution.

CONCLUSION
The scientific record relies on trust, and 
BMJ’s trust in McCrory’s work—specif-
ically the articles that he has published 
as a single author—is broken. We will 
investigate any new allegations that 
we receive about McCrory’s work 
published in BMJ journals. We ask other 
publishers and his institution to do the 
same.

Twitter Helen Macdonald @drhelmac, Simone 
Ragavooloo @s_ragavooloo, Kamran Abbasi 
@kamranAbbasi and Jonathan A Drezner @DreznerJon

Contributors All authors contibuted to the 
investigation. HM and JD drafted the text which was 
edited and approved by all authors.

Funding N/A.

Competing interests HM, SR and KA are employees 
of BMJ. JD is editor- in- chief of BJSM.

Patient consent for publication Not required.

Ethics approval Not applicable.

Provenance and peer review Commissioned; not 
peer reviewed.

© Author(s) (or their employer(s)) 2022. No commercial 
re- use. See rights and permissions. Published by BMJ.

To cite Macdonald H, Ragavooloo S, Abbasi K, et al. 
Br J Sports Med Epub ahead of print: [please include 
Day Month Year]. doi:10.1136/bjsports-2022-106408

Accepted 5 October 2022

Br J Sports Med 2022;0:1–2.
doi:10.1136/bjsports-2022-106408

ORCID iDs
Helen Macdonald http://orcid.org/0000-0001-8755- 
9314
Jonathan A Drezner http://orcid.org/0000-0003-3519- 
9120

REFERENCES
 1 Nick Brown’s blog. Some examples of apparent 

plagiarism and text recycling in the work of Dr Paul 
McCrory. Available: https://steamtraen.blogspot.com/ 
2022/03/some-examples-of-apparent-plagiarism.html? 
m=1 [Accessed 05 Sep 2022].

 2 BJSM statement on plagiarism, 2022. Available: 
https://bjsm.bmj.com/pages/bjsm-statement-on- 
plagiarism-2

 3 Casper ST, Finkel AM. Did a Misquotation warp the 
concussion narrative? Br J Sports Med 2022.

 4 Aubry M, Cantu R, Dvorak J, et al. Summary and 
agreement statement of the first International 
Conference on concussion in sport, Vienna 2001. 
recommendations for the improvement of safety and 
health of athletes who may suffer concussive injuries. 
Br J Sports Med 2002;36:6–7.

 5 McCrory P. Summary and agreement statement of the 
2nd International Conference on concussion in sport, 
Prague 2004. Br J Sports Med 2005;39:i78–86.

 6 McCrory P, Meeuwisse W, Johnston K, et al. Consensus 
statement on concussion in sport: the 3rd International 
Conference on concussion in sport held in Zurich, 

November 2008. Br J Sports Med 2009;43 Suppl 
1:i76–84.

 7 McCrory P, Meeuwisse WH, Aubry M, et al. Consensus 
statement on concussion in sport: the 4th International 
Conference on concussion in sport held in Zurich, 
November 2012. Br J Sports Med 2013;47:250–8.

 8 McCrory P, Meeuwisse W, Dvořák J, et al. Consensus 
statement on concussion in sport- the 5th international 
conference on concussion in sport held in Berlin, 
October 2016. Br J Sports Med 2017;51:838–47.

 9 McCrory P. How should we teach sports medicine? Br J 
Sports Med 2006;40:377.

 10 McCrory P. A cause for concern? Br J Sports Med 
2005;39:249.

 11 McCrory P. Definitions for the purist. Br J Sports Med 
2005;39:786.

 12 McCrory P. Take nothing but pictures, leave nothing but 
footprints…? Br J Sports Med 2006;40:565.

 13 McCrory P. Commotio cordis. Br J Sports Med 
2002;36:236–7.

 14 McCrory P. Should we treat concussion 
pharmacologically? Br J Sports Med 2002;36:3–5.

 15 McCrory P. The "piriformis syndrome"--myth or reality? 
Br J Sports Med 2001;35:209- a–10.

 16 McCrory P. What advice should we give to athletes 
postconcussion? Br J Sports Med 2002;36:316–8.

 17 McCrory P. When to retire after concussion? Br J Sports 
Med 2001;35:380–2.

 18 Concern about content of which Dr Paul McCrory is 
the single author. BJSM 2022.

 19 Thorndike A. Serious recurrent injuries of athletes. N 
Engl J Med Overseas Ed 1952;247:554–6.

 20 The Athletic. Concussion expert DR Paul McCrory 
tenders resignation from CISG following plagiarism 
claims, 2022. Available: https://theathletic.com/ 
3510628/2022/03/04/concussion-expert-dr-paul- 
mccrory-tenders-resignation-from-cisg-following- 
plagiarism-claims/

 21 BJSM key publishing resources. Available: https:// 
bjsm.bmj.com/pages/bjsm-key-publishing-resources 
[Accessed 04 Oct 2022].

A
U

TH
O

R
 P

R
O

O
F

https://twitter.com/drhelmac
https://twitter.com/s_ragavooloo
https://twitter.com/kamranAbbasi
https://twitter.com/DreznerJon
http://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog/?doi=10.1136/bjsports-2022-106408&domain=pdf&date_stamp=2022-010-06
http://orcid.org/0000-0001-8755-9314
http://orcid.org/0000-0001-8755-9314
http://orcid.org/0000-0003-3519-9120
http://orcid.org/0000-0003-3519-9120
https://steamtraen.blogspot.com/2022/03/some-examples-of-apparent-plagiarism.html?m=1
https://steamtraen.blogspot.com/2022/03/some-examples-of-apparent-plagiarism.html?m=1
https://steamtraen.blogspot.com/2022/03/some-examples-of-apparent-plagiarism.html?m=1
https://bjsm.bmj.com/pages/bjsm-statement-on-plagiarism-2
https://bjsm.bmj.com/pages/bjsm-statement-on-plagiarism-2
http://dx.doi.org/10.1136/bjsports-2022-105689
http://dx.doi.org/10.1136/bjsm.36.1.6
http://dx.doi.org/10.1136/bjsm.2005.018614
http://dx.doi.org/10.1136/bjsm.2009.058248
http://dx.doi.org/10.1136/bjsports-2013-092313
http://dx.doi.org/10.1136/bjsports-2017-097699
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/16632562
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/16632562
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/15849282
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/16244183
http://dx.doi.org/10.1136/bjsm.2006.029231
http://dx.doi.org/10.1136/bjsm.36.4.236
http://dx.doi.org/10.1136/bjsm.36.1.3
http://dx.doi.org/10.1136/bjsm.35.4.209-a
http://dx.doi.org/10.1136/bjsm.36.5.316
http://dx.doi.org/10.1136/bjsm.35.6.380
http://dx.doi.org/10.1136/bjsm.35.6.380
http://dx.doi.org/10.1136/bjsports-2022-106408eoc
http://dx.doi.org/10.1056/NEJM195210092471504
http://dx.doi.org/10.1056/NEJM195210092471504
https://theathletic.com/3510628/2022/03/04/concussion-expert-dr-paul-mccrory-tenders-resignation-from-cisg-following-plagiarism-claims/
https://theathletic.com/3510628/2022/03/04/concussion-expert-dr-paul-mccrory-tenders-resignation-from-cisg-following-plagiarism-claims/
https://theathletic.com/3510628/2022/03/04/concussion-expert-dr-paul-mccrory-tenders-resignation-from-cisg-following-plagiarism-claims/
https://theathletic.com/3510628/2022/03/04/concussion-expert-dr-paul-mccrory-tenders-resignation-from-cisg-following-plagiarism-claims/
https://bjsm.bmj.com/pages/bjsm-key-publishing-resources
https://bjsm.bmj.com/pages/bjsm-key-publishing-resources

	Update on the investigation into the publication record of former BJSM editor-in-chief Paul McCrory
	Investigating allegations about single-author papers by McCrory
	The standing of work coauthored by McCrory
	Consensus statements in sport
	Research

	Conclusion
	References


